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NATURALLY
COLORFUL
AND CREATIVE

Painter, designer, teacher, and
eco-entrepreneur Carolyn Gavin emlbraces
creativity in every corner of her life

WRITTEN BY CLAIRE FOGARTY

Carolyn Gavin’s world is full of color: bright florals,
playful designs, scenic landscapes, and even her graying
cutls. Known for her fun animal stationery designs and
vibrant watercolor paintings, Gavin’s art is a reflection
of the life she’s built: intentional, eclectic, and bursting
with joy.

“I was raised in a very colorful and exotic place, with
beautiful plants and colors all around me,” the 58-year-
old, Toronto-based artist recalls of her childhood in
South Africa.

Growing up in the 1960s with two brothers, Gavin’s
early years were filled with nature, animals, and
creativity. “I started painting when I was 3 or 4, and
my parents recognized I loved it,” she says. By the time
she was 9, they had enrolled her in weekly private art
lessons.

“My art teacher taught me the basics I still use today:
technique, watercolor, gouache,” she says. “We did still
life, landscapes, pen and ink — everything. I learned so
much from her.”

After a decade of lessons, Gavin enrolled in graphic
design school at Technikon Witwatersrand, where she
spent three years. “After school, I worked in advertising
and graphic design for a couple of years,” she says.
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